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Evolution or Creation?
Dr. Stephen C. Y. Liu

In 1802, William Paley published his book entitled "Natural Theology",
introducing the idea of aWatchmaker. On the premises of complexity, regularity and
elegant efficiency of living things and the universe, he argued, by inference, for the
principle of design, and positive evidence for the existence of one Designer. In 1986
Richard Dawkins wrote The Blind Watchmaker as a repudiation of Paley’s conviction.
At the same time, he tried to show that the Watchmaker in nature consists of blind
forces, as Charles Darwin had postulated, and then proposed in his Evolution theory in
1859.

Evolution theory has, in 140 years, evolved from or ganismal to biochemical,
and then molecular. In his book, Prof. Dawkins deals with evolution mainly at the
organismal level, with mechanisms such as: (1) natural selection through cumulative
process, (2) mutation with gradual variability, (3) adaptation with small modifications, (4)
multiple convergence, and (5) gene expression. He also expounds hypotheses such as: (1)
punctuated or graduated equilibrium, and (2) onetree of life. The empirica
mechanisms are valid mechanisms, being demonstratable under highly restricted
conditionsin the labs or in greenhouses. However, trand ating them into the field, they
are altogether different and deviated. For example, spontaneous mutation frequency with
Escherichia coli, for one single gene, isonein one million in vitro. Two genesin
cumulative fashion would be tenfold less, and so on. To isolate the mutant is aformidable
task. To ensure the survival of these deficient mutants in the wild population would be
another challengeable work. Microbiologists with their ingenuity meticulously have
managed all the way to have them identified, isolated and characterized.

Aboveall, mutation in general isdetrimental  ( F. Ayala, 1997). In other
mechanism, e.g. gene expression with errors and their repair, there are many
experimental questions to be answered, let alone in an open field with natural physical
forces. The fundamental and debatable question is whether or not these mechanisms,
having no purpose in view, would eventually cause organisms, even in the lower
hierarchical categories, to evolve upwards. There are minute changes, not necessarily for
the better. They could be for the worse. Without intervention by scientists with their
mani pul ations, degeneration to extinction isa well-known ecological principle. After
all, these mechanisms are at best processes, contributing not directly to the internal
complexity, functional intricacies and beauty of living organisms, as Paley had advocated
for design. Resemblance in structure and being comparable in function only suggest that
these living things are related in kinds, not necessarily being evolved phylogenetically.

Theorigin of life (i. e. biochemical to molecular evolution) is covered briefly
and comprehensively in Dawkins book (Chapter 6). Currently and historically,
biogenesis (creation, from living to living) and abiogenesis (evolution, from non-living to
living) are two epistemol ogico-scientifical theories. With Schwann’s bottle, L ouis Pasteur
in 19" century demonstrated that abiogenesis was not probablein histime. It is true that
Stanley Miller and his experiment in 1953 revived the biochemical evolution theory.
Lately, RNA World Hypothesis was proposed to replace it. Those who are activein this
field of research agree that RNA itself is too complex and fragile to have formed entirely
from abiotic process. They are searching for an even ssimpler replicator. Prof. JamesD.
Watson, Nobel Laureate, with his collaborators, said in his textbook Molecular Biology

3



of the Gene, 4" ed. (1997), “ Questions of molecular evolution become even more
daunting when to try to speculate about the very earliest life forms. We have seen that
even in the best fossil preserve only the durable parts of an organism; the
macromolecules are lost.... It isimpossible to design model experiment with primitive
earth condition mimicked in obtaining direct proof for any particular theory of origin of
life. The sobering truth isthat even if every expert in the field of molecular evolution
were to agree on how life originated, the theory would still be a best guessrather a
fact (pp. 1160-1161).

The valid option is biogenesis: living thing reproduces living thing, each after
itsownkind. Creationis historical, miraculous and doctrinal, not non-scientific. Thisis
how humanity exists today. Thisiswhy we practice God’'s mandate (Gen. 1:28) for our
next generations. Creation is a Christian worldview, a subjective and religious doctrine;
i.e. God creates humanity in his own image, with no specific claim of being empirical or
scientific.



FAlE SR
-~ B O S,
1 Paey fﬁngfj}%ﬁ
2~ fgiéi’?‘ F pfjiﬁ}i@
= ‘3§q ﬂﬂg&ﬁu
3F+J[ TUEJ?FJQI
I"E[F]m Eﬂpl Jas F&H?EA:EE | *‘\ 7}?4 -
\ f&k I E'?#«“f”‘&@‘i%’%‘ G| ~ LA
DFHIETT fe s ﬁiﬁﬂﬁ
%zt‘z“ P2 B
%’\p}[i@ﬁ
. - JﬂQ‘IEIJ_Laﬁ
I IR J&aﬁ&?“f{r’;ﬁw [~
. R
AT
2 e
Y
. Pasteur pﬁi«‘&?
~ Miller fudfEe
~ RNA {f] Bl o ERE
~ Watson EI"JE'EJ%
© A AL
gﬂlﬁﬁ”ﬂl W%ﬁ

R

\lmmhwr\)lﬂ{_‘tbwl\)l&}\_‘bwl\)



CRLp PV 8
P )

N iﬁil’“‘
p‘,ij * E[d}%nfﬁ]ﬂﬂj REERNCE ;&AF[?FEJJEF j/’fg{f*‘j%%%kplpu ['et> % I‘LWIE[JFJI/
YRR, o — AEET YO W%@ﬁﬁ’%ﬁiﬁhfﬁﬁw R

@ﬂm BB PO -

BB A %ﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%?erfUJ’qT5E?%§Tﬁ
pJP S o AFIE A A %ﬂulj [F IR T Rl T3 Ppu B B | o
TP O RLSE IR T bR ) ) AR S o P
SN AT [fJ A PEE ﬁ# PP o ﬂwﬁ[ IHj fY 4 PoE BRI 7 2 F Y
EXKES UE1 SR S BN 'EI %lﬁff??’ PETHIRE ©
A mAE e TR RS AR «T‘ipb[ U R o SRS Y
QJ% CEUSREL ) PURSSIRECE T e BT Ii}Iij IIRELIE ) % ﬁ%ﬁ%éﬁ—iﬁﬁ » Rl [

17 (Buffon, 1707-88) = f9f19 (FISRL) Fi— = 4w *@JH&%’? e
iﬂ FJ l%xpjﬂlﬂ =] (Flﬂfw‘éz’FJEIF“,%@’J"‘F'J) °
Flops HH’TI/ ST ’IF*IFH il lﬁﬁﬂj djr HegR st lﬂa[ﬂa‘résrﬁ“ MR
- = OF TR FIos #E[EJ# ;ﬁj'*_& lffgﬁ% H‘ﬁiﬁ‘tj‘(E[’]ﬁﬂ[)ﬁ?ﬁ"ﬂj
=T j;E?:ﬁ:ELLI [;FLE%EI*EJ Fz)'fg u‘ﬁ:lﬁE_J A 'ﬂ + PSR AR ¢ fapvfL
i @thgh:i o

D T

?ﬁil’“’%ﬂ%zi% I Qi?ﬁ'ﬁgiﬁ RPN ES P ST [l T TR F?Fﬁ’ i1 VS ARL
RSP PR AV e (L /E'fi?ﬁrlf[“\i L_E‘l*??i’ = ’T T )“ﬁ"‘i -
EIFI PRI TN g e pry TR il ,EIILEPE— 3 EJEr" i W[HF"J’MTU H
T F—p : ”\?“%'ﬁ}%“ T RLf sﬂwﬂ

ES Fﬁﬂl RESEIT BLI £ [n*ﬁfév js(adaptation) ==& &1 (diversity) \%ﬁ% Bt
i%@fﬂ%ﬁﬁjwﬁw< A - @i&ww@'%%%ﬁk i
[EERegerg T Porkpl ) (] TRRERRY S ) e LI ?Jm“@ I RIR
Hﬁiiﬁl’[ﬁﬁﬂ%&ﬂ‘ °

= E[F
f**%@f‘W?%?W ﬂﬁ“EMH—ﬁ@a MERL © 3 (S~ L~ FIFRS 5
ﬁiﬂ FIPTI Ry be*ﬁﬁ%’w}“lﬁ% i 'Je@: ’WIZ‘“HW I
L @ﬂi’iﬁﬁl EPIEF BRI TRD S W T RS (R
zﬂuﬁi‘@‘aj [iE{e th
TR iFﬁ[ qsf'fﬁﬁv*ui Aﬂ]ﬁ#_ﬂ[—']}lﬁ[ Y HILRURRRLIE A > s o B
R U i Ll = lﬁfﬁﬂfjm‘fﬁzﬁd“ﬁdﬁﬂwqﬁi , gﬂp ui i
%fu TE‘L?%K(EIE:L%%>> ‘]‘ﬁui[r'ﬂﬁﬁl uﬂJrﬁ—L}; i_j J%[”gj;ﬂyﬁjﬁl
l*ﬂ 02| pe k¥ | I I = * rﬁ SlRL- ﬂ—f T o [ LS R
S I e PRI JF'HF'}{J‘F 7 ERP e HRIEEEE e

6



ET% 3 PO > WRLA £ o P (0 " P E I S f?@?%?r—?rm (~
Y )E Z)Iu ?Bﬂ",%gu %If'ﬁr“%g?atfbmﬂ = @F@m% pj M SR
E”Wu —fn."f?[i,i @Ffﬁ““ ?MFF‘ iy ,Ejﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ,} ZE 1; ’Zf«?“ iy
TP o e e 2 ST > RURER S R R TR Wﬁ ’@T
<W%ﬁ>®«w°¢ﬁ*Wf ﬂ$%W2@%ﬁ*TP%’P%WiF e
p@;ﬁlﬁfu o

pe o~ A F[fjj% g

_Aip'ﬁj ) 3?‘” I S Y B IFI PSR R T M T I—F[ e TR ﬁzqaﬁ[r‘\ﬁ“ EHHE o Ju

h;ﬁjf_ngfﬁlgfiffﬁﬁﬂ’ﬁfﬁﬁrﬁwu:rﬁFﬁ;lm@ﬁj

EFJ[L;]?EIJ%,HIH % TP 27 [P i 1 S - B AT e T'H\F' ;
- I\;';F[Eiﬁnﬁl 1% ) E ;‘w,ﬁr A i?tﬂﬂﬁ’ﬁﬂll (4 S (P - T\IF;J'J}T:[EI .

F *V%w@#ﬁ%~$m<$@*> mwk?H’ijﬁkﬂt%%
( U PEPS Fl 555> esdys b ﬁJ ) ’*jrﬁi)?}tﬁ J?}J/g%

L PR S RO L OB I R
et RIEENLE ] TSR ) IR ﬁrwﬁ«*ﬁ]t FUF o b R D8
Tjrﬁbffﬁ%iq' rii’F'FJJ (ﬁf:\ﬁ“’j’ﬁf 29y ) o Rt PR D AR
QU’Z’P i ifﬁﬂ*ﬁ'&'ﬁ”"f 9t 5~ PREREC ﬁ%"ﬁ&f VB B o lﬂl[ﬂ;gf, S
SN
%lf'\_[ﬂl?u ri)l—: E lﬁfﬁ@ﬁ[ ’ kiﬁF—/ f’ '“ o (E’H i) jﬁ ro. 1E ;’*’J;{/;E%FJ
SRS > RURLRL £ 5 o BT I UF = it ﬁﬁlt =5 Q RL| 4, - Q%@@E
FU?J&[@;A ) A F[&IH‘Fz;sﬁlﬁ'JiﬂF[ n'ﬁﬂ,Fu;{fgfé\ AN 4 ,:\ , »J;T__»%H\E
P%P’i&¢qPWWﬁﬁw’ REAE YR - BEEHEEEE T R
ES;IE', HL@_ R AR 2 [EHEJ_‘TT”EJJEL £ | *ﬁflijéi'ﬁiw CRIZ 9 2
7= BT

U
S‘ﬁ;{r jﬁf’&%ﬁ»ﬁfjﬂﬁg , K E{%Jﬁ/é?gggql’ﬂgz I3 F[U)ngwiﬁj[’“; z‘jka Iﬁj [ p JTJJ—ZI,JTTF]’@‘, 11
fU/L‘I T AURERET [ 2 SR R T E f’**l*’ﬁmuﬁjpﬁﬁ 2H T g
W%@*inﬁ’ﬁii@ﬂﬂiﬁ’w I 2 F U T - B
| p&fgﬂﬁq‘j ) Dl:[ﬂb LT FHpvss ‘iT FEURE o L iRl
RW«> | ST LG o LR 4 VRN [ P A
T3 ?? o [P 45 S SR T»PF~@@W’W 953
@ gl == P SRS = BIEET T ;5 PERGERI AT AL
| L%%J’ ° T F’?ﬁ" T t“~r+ » T tﬁ' = iﬁiﬁﬂ[ﬁjﬁﬁ,



Ve (B ERERTE )
TRt

@Qﬁwﬂi<%ﬁi%ﬁ>W§w g AV L AL - ﬁ?ﬁ
SRt S AN T O b” e R ;HJEJR FJ(]‘]'TJ gl 204 > 322) o [
B IR () SE E[Eiﬂﬁ‘%ﬂjfifb R LW IFU@“
m@ FEEI L EN R FECE 28) 3 iR H[ﬁ‘ﬁuﬁ IFIF i
‘@%@iﬁW*WPﬁHPHW@T g s W%W”ﬁF@@¢
(e 5 % ﬁidﬁWWﬁ“FﬁﬂkF“&mﬁ?ﬁPJE?‘ﬁﬁ i ©

*% wwv¢ﬂ§¢w%%idi§wew ﬁme?%% it > p

tu%@ ﬂWﬂ@%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ“<paw@m>ﬁ'sﬁ<wi%d PIF Pk

}‘%&ﬂ JPJR}@E'J

HFE SR

(5 P gL =

il sy S g W TR FIE FER ~ PR FIgRE &
?EE BEEE R

FPEazt [Eq © PR EALE
(”F'*“E@h ZH Al j i

JI EUIF_L‘PU

P%é%@?P%Wﬂ5%WW%¢FWPfPH@ﬁWF% o)

|
P s IHI}E:JFI%[F' %ﬁ?iﬁ[[p’u[ﬂ% FPozpl ~ (=805 TR R LD Efiy’%m E%ﬁJ: gty
A %g&fp%wm% PIRL T > FERLT 4RI T o ﬂumm%w&,
las’Fpl*;l“u 7 FIFT9R= 15%@& bR R I WET E'ri_ﬂe@z ﬂ BRI
#"‘rﬁﬂ&ﬁ%%ﬂ%%m%ﬁ@%
gfﬁﬁﬁ%@mﬁI : Uixtﬁ’b s Y FjEAE R ﬁe«ﬁﬁ b
BEES 5 FUIRPRLE) ?%’T i AT ES ZJ‘L %szrﬂ'ipi‘ FRAARLE TR Y T

J—FJ ISTERR S J:@fﬂ (129 29) pths gﬁalp UER o lﬁﬁqﬁ Pl W15 ﬁg@
s APV E VIR Sl PSS > B2 ] PORLEN T PR R 9t S RS
Wﬁiw ﬁﬂﬂ@?fwﬁﬁ.ﬁ%%wﬁﬁw 7f LT g
ﬁ<E[3pJ%TaJt o 1<E[3F|ﬁgp :?rﬁlﬁ.@fﬁ% ;Lf ;;Elﬁg@? ﬁuﬁﬁ:wmgjl Ay
yi%« T e E 'MF(*%)EJﬂg‘&"ﬁrﬂu\\[{{%—ﬂﬂ[rﬂ' JEHE Aty POl PRl g
RLAYEREY - {@¢fﬁﬁﬁw 'o¢i$ VR #Fﬁ@ﬁﬁmmﬁw
E*E[JEJIJLJ%ME T [ » ST ﬁaprmiﬂj £ J[Ff‘ IR 1<E[3gu€] [[i~ FEEY - [M[FﬁL
Frﬂ i *Eﬁiﬁl jﬁﬂﬁﬁtﬁ pATRRE Y — RSN R R 1‘/ iﬂ[wﬁl#
B iﬁﬁWﬂ ﬁ%pﬁww<pmm d%ﬁqmwm I wﬁp%ﬁ
g (EI 194-) > EJ%E@E] v LI iE]TEZ["L"E[ =5 ey Tdff_alﬂlﬁ Y A TVEIET
Wi Z‘»‘FIE'C S AU PW ri**‘f FIETRL T RELE VY > [ SRR i e 2
{ﬁﬂ pﬁﬁ%Vﬁﬁﬁp ﬁ@%fﬁh)lﬁmﬁgﬁﬁ% Y
== LLﬁHy 3 ?ﬂ[p@f@ fd?ﬁ T”F I FT % pﬁﬁjj o Fﬂﬁaﬁrﬁrﬂjﬁl Pﬁ%{

8



F”[ﬂ i f*‘"flﬁ{ﬂ AR T 2 g e 5 2 iy P Pase - IpERE - LR Al

N R S R RO T ] ] R ﬁlf ’fjﬁ%&{%ﬁ jfﬁ*éﬁqaguup]%ﬁ[m !

Pu‘? TARLEL TR S ? ’_FL[“il“le'EJ D TR SRR fUPIET] B

71‘ ELE@EJ FPRERRE DL i o NS JJTE‘%ﬁ LE [H?? i B ) pu s e

H@QWMﬁMWJ%? A e
F

S—

f[ ‘.jJ [ISTAIRE .igl’zﬁ@ﬂlflﬁj{ | 7)‘[+|r%4 iﬁ |J l’?@i—ju‘?f [EiL
F%Lfl‘(:[‘;j 0K %eiﬁ@ pUsISE > I +J~ Sk £ T prﬁﬁﬂguiﬁ&g
illas "~ﬁw¢%ﬂwﬂ%idﬁﬁ R wﬁﬂﬁ$~ﬂw%m ﬁg
fﬂia;ﬂgu FI1 > g3 | ﬁ«%ﬁjﬁﬁl% ?[fl"ﬁj*ﬂjﬁl}aﬁij (AN R %
P%*ﬁ*&pwﬁ gpﬁﬁﬁﬂlﬁglzn ISR AL < g
%EI?S% [i@%ﬁ[l’ﬁw"ﬁgl A (F ‘“ﬂj ) %mﬂjﬁzkf% ° j\F“_rX]KJkI’:I;‘—] W‘F[[HJ“ fib
) U A % < i T2 @ BRRIH « SRR RIS
E’ LT - 1) r’z‘rd:ﬂ Jﬁm %[hﬁsa; fgsﬁ%ﬁm%@p @ja%giglglu 530 whse
Elj % s sk Fjghp Jpjé@iglrp : éﬁa;: R i ST RIEILS J@TU - R BT
(BRI IET 4 AL EE Urﬁj AR

RIS ARIAOERA Y TR R < D FORL % 1R A
FRFOSIH] 5 - 320 SRR IO E g - 01 Brown S8 possrigg
Kenneth Miller 2000 =+ [iﬁﬁf(ﬂ,;fr&‘-ﬁ J@F[Iﬁ%ﬁpu ) WFh - PaEa JT]FIj EESEAES
FVE LT %ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ“ dﬁqfﬁﬂ» F,%‘ “F e | PHERS ﬁﬁj[? 5 HEPHEE IfLF[
ET VE 1 — a2

EIJ;QEIEQE
CER[SEPTE o FIEFLESES R T TR R[5 (theistic science) » E IR
;ﬂ Y F'71<~ e I IR o gif‘rjag = IR
E’j‘ﬁ:fﬁ] Tu (ﬁ FRAE T”) ’ ﬁﬁégﬂaﬁﬁm (PSR \’?U«FLTU) 7"3?’4[ E] pﬁm (4
ELE(

BISRE EAllE s 7 B o QSR [l 24 PP R Al [ S 3 e E
WAl ?ﬁriwﬂﬂmm%ﬁ{ MF— FEFS A BETESEYAIlE 1 SRS T e
i %fﬂ“@ﬁyu@ﬁ‘Jgiy“%lwﬁ;’mﬂﬁwiﬁﬁfri
lijﬁ—'jfﬁflﬂl-[—}fpﬁ E IE,[;{JIE;”EU <<7 fi JEJIE [‘J(*a:“[‘“ IF'# ] = P[gl>> H[ == f’j %
[l e ﬁlﬁﬂ?“ F”hﬂqp *E% Iﬂ ajzﬁ'i‘w*ﬂ ?ﬁif‘
CLERER o ﬁH%@WT;%ﬁﬂ@% *i SN E S mwm
Johnson J. P.Moreland, W|II|am Dembskl Michael Beheetc)ﬁ Vi BIERH YRR
i~ AT R PR R IR [I‘T %Jﬂ?‘/ﬂ“ﬁ



CEES

RIEPRLI B S A B o s I RV G o PRIP=» RSP FARs o i vhl- 2
\f/upbﬁd%ﬁfg{f ) ﬁ?ﬁ@“’pﬁﬁ'ﬁ@l% PSS PZEI A Bl > 0 7 35 B F T IRAYER ] (Hearn,
1997 ) H ¥ R S pu sy £ f[ee (NN ,ljafl 3 I&F*E.%flﬁ K
EllIF ki iﬁ[ﬁﬂﬁ’fﬁa@i ':tlHj e iigﬁ”ﬁﬂﬁff’l’ P ANFERY T ERLIEIS
fy TEIVERIS > TR THERE[S ) PR B o S PSR
B T ﬁ%[éﬁ’ Al r?ﬁal% % VR F%[%&J o

RIINERG mﬁ‘[ E o — FEALC E IO bl FEELE 0 g (2
*%le@ HE R Wwwytifﬁgwim%,,ﬁmwﬁw,ﬂiwwmw
FIEU(2003#F[4_m|£[_1‘j|$7*> T qu CENEZENE o [ELIY BLEE T TR
ot > fLI H) D RE o R gfx{m ‘I HiSE qfﬁﬂzﬁﬂ‘—] R
—l{[&’?% » BVl F” jrﬁ’*}[»’[kf w5 ;;&, R [puoi\; Ejfnj{ﬁu, ,
BORL * T ARy TRVRHRE - St Ftﬂﬁ[%ﬁ”%’&_ o ﬁji@‘i{%l“ I s
RL o R[S FR[ESECFIIRAVIS ELRLA B RS [ S -

F:I eSS Al riﬁ”@hﬁi‘f PRES = B RS Rl - YRR > oA
fpeic B IE DI SER S TR S L
IR L o HE '+[f‘m B SPHRRAVEE 2 Efi@b@écpﬂfé 7T Ifil - TR ?
Fﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ#@p“ﬁ@*@pvﬁﬁ’@EF FIE] o B TR /%@*
V& A Pl SR th[ LI LR £ e %WJLHP?&E g N e
Fmrl"HMR&wJW*%Hm%ﬁ’¢MTfWW’ Mg 4
(FIFA ) 32:35-36) < i’ FFJ Qﬁﬁlclﬂ%ﬂlﬁgugl‘]ﬁiﬂ jﬁjj‘\iE [eEpsR e »
WPy o [ERIUTRY > B ZEE 1 #ﬁ;]pnafj if}ﬂ?ﬂi -t r’?gﬂl]agu T Al
;m-m[ﬁﬁ“o>ﬁmm’wﬂ*Fﬁwﬁpu@a WhﬁﬁW§?¢ﬂﬂ
ORERAIRA SRR R -
%?#ﬁW<L’MﬁWwHW‘7PU“¢ﬁﬁ@WﬁﬁWM%ﬁ—@W$
£ VA R B o 11968 F il o Y PR "fﬁﬂﬁ*’?ﬁﬁ CEPITT R
AVBY ek (o SURiERLE IR il [ﬂJﬁK AR [t FIJ?F s — B I(‘]g‘LF
@ﬁ%#—ﬁ”‘@ﬁFW* ﬁlu’ggta@%k SLTHL - N 0 1970 F (3
d TSR, s2be Tl O VR RO [
pRlgF= EJ&ZBU%F@E :7‘+«@+¥j &L_HJ;KF%W‘{\ PR BYIR R AU SR R
SRS A Tz o * (R TRLFETE e pupEr e IF T‘FEJ?[?IE#EL?FA G kid
ilﬁ ’ 1982) AN F D PYEREE PRV BEIR DAL p‘F TP TIIREL IF
S e rj:‘uj ARk - W 2 e hﬂiﬂ?%kiF“FFiﬂi © fHI
QET*E#E'WLW« » PRl R e PR PUIRELRL S ST @ﬁ‘“rﬁ 2
A FLARR SEp Y o

Wiater R. Hearn (1997) Being a Christian in Science. i 8/ B&& » £ [l At
I 5 (1996) m#ﬂ SERE] > TERH Ay
TP (1982) S (75 « RIS RREERAS 2 R f

10



Integration of Science and Christian Faith
Dr. Stephen C. Y. Liu

In western tradition, universities and institutes of learning were patterned after
Greek academies. Theology, philosophy and humanity were taught as subjects.
Clergymen were sages and clerical staffs were educated people in the community.
Churches were places of worship as well as centers of socid life. The cultural milieu
was Christian monotheistic. The Bible was accepted wholeheartedly as the infallible
Word of God, and the guide for practical daily living.

Modern sciences, such as astronomy, astrophysics, physics and mathematics
were born in the 17 — 18" centuries. Devout Christian scholars, Nicholas Copernicus
(1473-1543), Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) and Galileo Galilei (1564-1642), and their
experimental research greatly contributed to the birth of these modern sciences. Christian
doctrines of monotheism, creation by God’s wisdom and eternity inspired these early
scientistsin their rational inquiries. They considered their research endeavor not in any
way contradictory to their genuine faith in God and his creative activities. Instead, they
thought of them as reinforcing their faith. Then, theology and natural sciences were
taught as paralel disciplinesin ingtitutes of higher learning. Galileo and his famous
metaphor was: “The Two Books, the Book of Scripture (Theology) and The Book of
Nature (natural sciences)”. God is the same Author of the Two Books, therefore they
should not contradict each other. They are paralel in special revelation and general
revelation.

The debate in cosmology in the 16™ —17" centuries was known for its notoriety.
Aristotelian geocentric universe (earth-centered) was prevalent and dominant in teaching
and in research. Unfortunately, the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) accepted this
scientific, empirical theory as an article of faith. Galileo submitted his heliocentric
(sun-centered) universe, first to the universities and research institutes, then to the Holy
See. Of course, the heliocentric principle should be accepted to replace the geocentric
theory. Regrettably, the heliocentric view was vehemently denied by the two hierarchies,
academic and ecclesiastic. The condemnation of Galileo and his theory by the RCC was
indeed one of the greatest mistakes ever made. An uproar of protest by scientists was seen
in Continental Europe and England. With this historical misfortune, theology and natural
science became polarized. The Church and scientific community parted company,
creating a schism in philosophy. The schism and dichotomy of theology and science were
intensified by the rise of many schools of philosophiesin Western Europe, Britain and
America Rationalism, skepticism, logical positivism, socialism, liberalism, humanism
and many others gradually entered into the university teaching agenda, replacing
Christian theology as the central theme. With the advancement of scientific knowledge
and technological innovation in the last 5 decades, common folks consider science the
only road to knowledge. Scientism is very much adored. Scientists have gained more and
more recognition, moving from periphera to the central arena of human society. Inthe
USA, evolution theory is taught to the exclusion of creation in the public high school
curriculum. On the other hand, theology was weakened by incorporating liberal
philosophical viewsin its content. With graduates educated in such way, the Church has
failed to deliver the authentic saving message to the world. All in al, no one could have
anticipated such alopsided situation in our world today.
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Encouragingly, there has been awarming trend, coming from both
evolutionary-materialistic scientists and Christian scholars.  Prof. Kenneth R. Miller of
Brown University, an evolutionary biologist, in his book Finding Darwin’s God: A
Scientist’s Searching for Common Ground between God and Evolution (1999), states that
“ evolution and religion could be compatible. The material world of evolution and the
religious world of value and meaning do not have to be mutually exclusive. The
evolution-creation debate in the struggle between Christianity and science is misleading
and a dangerous oversimplification.” Thelate Prof. Sephen Jay Gould of Harvard
University, adiehard evolutionist and agnostic, wrote in his book Rocks of Age: Science
and Religion in the Fullness of Life of 241 pages: “ | do not understand why the two
enterprises should experience any conflict. Science triesto document the factual character
of the natural world, and to develop theories that coordinate and explain these facts.
Religion on the other hand operates in the equally important but utterly different realm of
human purpose, meaning and value. ... | propose that we encapsulate the central
principle of respectful non-interference, accompanied by intense dial ogue between the
two distinct subjects, each covering a central facet of human existence. To summarize an
old cliché, science gets the age of rocks, and religion the rock of ages; science studies
how the heavens go, religion how to go to heaven.” Prof. Keith Ward of Oxford
University, in his 1998 book God, Chance and Necessity, insiststhat “ the theory of
evolution is not in opposition to religious claim. On the contrary, it provides anew and
exciting vision of the way in which the purpose of adivine Creator isworked in the
cosmos.” In another book, God, Faith & the New Millennium: Christian Belief in an Age
of Science, Dr. Ward affirms that “the hypothesis of God is the best available explanation
of an evolutionary worldview. The third millennium of Christian existence will bring a
new integration of scientific and religious thought, the devel opment of a global
spirituality.”  Sir Prof. John Polkinghor ne, former President of Queen’s College of
Cambridge University, atheoretical particle physicist and Canon Theologian of Liverpool,
in his book Belief in God in an Age of Science (1997), affirms his conviction that
“science and theology are intellectua cousins, both contending with interpreted
experience and with the quest for truth about reality. Scientific and theological inquiries
are pardlel.” Furthermore, he affirms emphatically in his book Faith, Science and
Under standing (2000) the essential and ultimate unity of all knowledge: theology and
science. Universities are the institutional expressions of this belief. A theological faculty
IS anecessary presence in atrue university because the search for knowledgeis
incompleteif it does not include in its aim gaining knowledge of the Creator as well as
gaining knowledge of the creature.

| affirm Christian faith and science, their complementarity and convergence,
and their ultimate unity.”
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